
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UPCOUNTY CITIZENS ADVISORY BOARD 
 

Meeting Summary 
September 21, 2009 

 
Approval of May 19th Meeting Summary
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Robert Thompson.  The May 19th meeting summary was 
approved. 
 
Introductions    
Introductions of members and guests were made around the room. 
 
Presentation:  “County Growth Policy”  
Rollin Stanley, Director of the Maryland Department of Planning presented on the County’s Growth 
Policy that is currently under review.  Mr. Stanley explained the objectives of a revised policy which will 
suggest incentives for certain types of development.  He is working with an advisory committee to re-
write the zoning code as well. Board members discussed aspects of the policy such as the dependency on 
transit, and different approaches to reach desired densities.  The Board’s Land Use and Preservation 
Committee will discuss the policy further and present a recommendation at the Board’s  October 19th  
meeting.   
 
Comments from County Council Members President Andrews
Council President Phil Andrews thanked UCAB members for serving the northern region of the 
county and he shared with the Board his thoughts about the Growth Policy and the Gaithersburg 
West Master Plan.  His main concerns are that the master plan is not consistent with the goals of 
the Growth Policy and that the master plan recommendations are not as realistic as they can be.   
Dale Tibbitts, Chief of Staff for Councilmember Marc Elrich expressed Mr. Elrich’s concern 
with the Policy’s transportation test (PAMR) and expectations in mitigating and accommodating 
traffic.   
 
Presentation:  ”Gaithersburg West Master Plan” 
Sue Edwards, Senior Planner, Department of Planning, provided a brief overview on the Planning 
Board’s Draft Gaithersburg West Master Plan that will go before the Council.  It is expected that some 
reassessments will be made six to ten years after the plan is adopted in order to check realities and 
progress made.  Board members discussion focused primarily on the plan’s recommended densities. 
 
Update from the Office of the County Executive and the Upcounty Regional Services Center Staff 
Catherin Matthews, Director, Upcounty Regional Services Center, reported on the following: 
 

• The Mid-County Community Alliance (MCCA) submitted a letter to County Executive Leggett 
expressing their desires to see the Public Safety Training Academy (PSTA) relocate to the Webb 
Tract; they have concluded that the County would make a better neighbor than a private 
development. 

• A community meeting will be held on October 1 in order to solicit comments on the newly 
recommended site for the future Travilah Fire Station.  The new site is approximately one mile 
south of the original PSTA site. 
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Report from the Chairperson 
No report. 
 
 
Committee and Liaison Reports 
Land Use and Preservation Committee –  No report.  Mr. Thompson announced that Brad Davis will 
chair the committee. 
 
Quality of Life Committee – No report.   Mr. Thompson noted that this was formerly called the “Social 
Issues Committee” and that Juan Cardenas will chair the committee. 
 
Airpark Liaison Committee –No report.  Ms. Atay has been formerly appointed to represent UCAB on 
this committee. 
 
BlackRock Center for the Arts – No report.  Ms. Matthews reported that BlackRock has dissolved its 
community outreach committee so a liaison was no longer needed. 
 
 
Housing Opportunities Commission Liaison – No report.  Mr. Owolabi announced that the HOC 
committee had not been active and that a liaison was no longer needed. 
 
Upcounty Regional Recreation Advisory Board Liaison  - No report.  Mr. Eapen will serve as UCAB’s 
liaison. 
 
Transportation Committee – No report.  This committee has been abolished, however Mr. Donovan will 
continue to serve on the Executive Committee as the lead for transportation-related issues. 
 
 
Dickerson Facilities Implementation Group (DFIG) – No report.  Mr. Bachmann will continue to serve 
with this group. 
 
Speed Cameras Advisory Committee– No report Mr. Alexander will serve as the Board’s liaison with the 
committee. 
 
Shady Grove Implementation Advisory Committee – No report.  Mr. Donovan will continue to serve 
on this committee. 
 
Permitting Services Advisory Committee – No report.  Mr. Donovan’s term will expire in November 2009 
and he has nominated and the Executive Committee has accepted Mr. Einsmann as the Board’s new 
representative on this committee. 
 
Smart Growth Initiative Implementation Group – No report.  Mr. Aviles and Mr. Donovan will continue 
to represent the Upcounty with this group. 
 
Germantown Master Plan Community Advisory Committee –  No report.  The Plan has been adopted by 
the Council so the committee has been abolished. 
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Community Comments 
None. 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:50 p.m. 
 
 
Members present:  Andres Aviles, Bob Thompson, Joanne Atay, Heinz Bachmann, Terramika Bellamy, 
Juan Cardenas, Joel Cockrell, Bradley Davis, George Donovan, Cherian Eapen, Andrew Einsmann, 
Natalia Farrar, James King, Matthew Leakan, Doug Noble, Robert Owolabi, Christopher Snead, Rebecca 
Walker 
 
Staff present:  Catherine Matthews, Jewru Bandeh and Andrea Bush 
 
Guests:  Rollin Stanley (MNCPPC), Sue Edwards (MNCPPC), Donna Baron (Gaithersburg-North 
Potomac-Rockville Coalition), Art Slesinger (Darnestown Civic Association), Nancy George (Senator 
Garagiola’s office), Nancy Aldous (Councilmember Knapp’s office), Paul Majewski (Clarksburg Civic 
Association), Dale Tibbitts (Councilmember Elrich’s office) 
 


